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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, February 14th, the Wright Flyers held 
the monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School. This was the fifth indoor meeting of 
the season. There will be two more meetings before 
returning to the outdoors.
 The meeting was called to order at 7:17 PM by vice 
president Joel Dirnberger. There were 3 officers and 3 
members present. 
 The January meeting minutes were read and 
approved as published in the February newsletter. 
 A treasury report was given. Income of $300 was 
posted from membership dues. There was an expense 
drawn of $150 for AMA fees for club charter and field 
owner insurance. That brought the treasury balance to 
$4349.45. Subsequent to the treasury report, secretary 
Leo Davids turned in expenses for newsletter and PO 
box rental totaling $117.83.
 Jeff Nelson was not able to attend the meeting but 
emailed the secretary that he had a second lawn care 
service respond that they would give a proposal for 
mowing the field this season. Jeff also reported that 
his contact for storage containers quoted him $2500 
for a used 20 ft. long container that could make a 
secure place to store lawn equipment if the club opts 
to do their own mowing. Jeff is hoping to have two 
formal lawn service proposals for regular mowing of 
the field to present at the March meeting.
 Dave Breckenridge and John Burkhardt presented 
the latest progress of the Events Committee. In 
addition to what they had proposed for events at last 
month's meeting and published in the newsletter, they 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 13th, 

2012. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

are going to go to vendors and hobby shops for event 
raffle and give-away items. They also will incorporate a 
50/50 raffle at each event to split the raffle proceeds 
between the winner and the club. Expenses for each 
event which the club might need to cover will be 
limited to no more than $150. The two fun Fly's and 
two float fly's will be open events that will only require 
an AMA membership by the participants.
 The meeting was adjourned at at 8:17 PM.

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Joel Dirnberger brought in his newest radio, a 
Spektrum DX8. The interesting feature of this radio is 
its telemetry feature to capture information from the 
aircraft's receiver to display and alarm on the 
transmitter. Some of the notable information you can 
get on the transmitter is the airplane's battery pack 
voltage, receiver voltage, a temperature reading (from 
whatever in the aircraft you attach a temperature 
probe). It also keeps track of the quality of the 
transmission that the receiver is getting so you can 
determine whether range and antenna placement are 
degrading the response of the aircraft to your control 
commands. With additional sensors installed in the 
aircraft, you can measure and display altitude, air speed 
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and engine RPM. The transmitter can be programmed 
to alert you that measured values in the aircraft going 
beyond the range you want by audio tone or vibrating 
warnings.

St. Patrick's Day Combat Build
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Garth Landefeld is hosting a club building session at 
his home for the much publicized Dirnberger Blue 
Foam Wonder on Saturday, March 17th. If you have 
an interest in participating in this session either to 
build a plane for yourself or just observe and assist, 
call or send Garth an email. We should have most of 
the basic supplies available; Blu-core foam, templates, 
carbon fiber strips and hinge tape. You can provide a 
hobby knife with sharp #11 blades and hot glue gun. 
If you want the servos, motor, prop, speed control and 
battery that are matched to the plane, contact Leo or 
Joel for those items which they can order for about 
$45-$55. As was outlined in last month's newsletter, 
this aircraft is a multipurpose craft suitable for all sorts 
of  fun flying in addition to its origins as a combat flier.

WFRC Event Committee
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Garth Landefeld is reporting that the committee to 
plan and direct this year's club events has gotten their 
work summarized and packaged into a “kit/manual” 
which will be used to execute each of the five events 
scheduled for this year (2 float fly's, 2 fun fly's and a 
club picnic). The results of their efforts will be 
presented at the next club meeting. With the 
committee's planning formally packaged up for an 
event, a coordinator's duties and goals for an event will 
be more more clearly understood as will the 
expectations of the participants. These events 
represent a strong commitment by the club to stir up 
overall member activity. Hopefully, a large portion of 
the membership will respond by supporting this effort, 
volunteering and participating in every event that they 
are able to.

AMA Club Charter
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Our charter to the AMA was sent in after the 
February club meeting. At that time, 31 members had 
their AMA membership renewed for 2012. However, 
there were about a dozen members who let their AMA 
expire at the end of 2011. Even less encouraging was 
that only 17 people had paid membership dues for 
2012 in WFRC Club. It will be only a couple of weeks 

before conditions at the Montissippi Field will beckon 
us back to a long season of flying. Please show your 
commitment to the sport and our club by taking care 
of  your membership dues. 

Installing a Bubble Canopy
by Gerard Geopfert, Scottsdale Model Fliers, Scottsdale, Arizona
1. Cut your canopy to shape as you would install it on 

the airplane. Trace the outside shape of the canopy 
onto a piece of 1/16-inch sheet balsa. Cut out the 
shape you traced, but make it slightly smaller so it 
will fit inside the canopy at the bottom edge, which 
would rest on the airplane.

2. Use 1/8-inch square balsa and attach it on top of 
the perimeter edge of the 1/16-inch balsa piece 
that fits inside the canopy. You now have a flat 
piece of balsa sheet with a 1/8-inch raised edge (a 
wall) around the perimeter. Sand, and fit to the 
inside shape of  the canopy.

3. Fasten your pilot to the sheet balsa and paint the 
balsa. This will become the floor of  the cockpit.

4. Paint a 1/4-inch band around the lower outside 
edge of the canopy. This could match the color of 
the fuselage or, in my case, I painted the lower 
edge black.

5. After the paint dries, fit the balsa cockpit floor 
inside the canopy for a test fit. Sand the edges, 
bevel the balsa wall, etc.

6. Use a piece of 400-grit sandpaper and slightly 
roughen the canopy just under the paint, around 
the whole perimeter.

7. Epoxy your painted and finished balsa cockpit 
floor onto the fuselage where the canopy will be 
placed.

8. After the cockpit floor is firmly glued in place, 
apply some 30-minute epoxy around the inside 
bottom edge just under the painted 1/4-inch band. 
Use enough epoxy to cover the plastic canopy edge 
only. Take your canopy place it over your fastened 
cockpit floor and press down into place. You are 
done!

 You will see that the canopy is fastened in place, 
neatly, without screws, pins, and sloppy glue showing 



3

anywhere. Best of all it will not come off. One extra 
step I did was to thin some epoxy and coat the 
underside of the cockpit floor, let it dry and then 
fasten it to the fuselage. This was to prevent any oil or 
fuel from softening the balsa cockpit floor and 
discoloring it. You will not see the balsa wall because it 
is covered by the paint on the canopy, and there is no 
epoxy smeared around the fuselage outside the canopy
edge.
 I somehow devised this on the fly and I was so 
surprised at the results. I had a beautiful plane and I 
was worried that fastening the canopy would look 
poorly.

Tips & Tricks
by Ken Simpson, Cedarburg, Wisconsin
 The usual technique of building two identical sides 
by building one above the other usually results in the 
sides requiring careful separation with a razor blade. 
This can be eliminated by placing pieces of Scotch 
Magic Mending Tape over each glue joint, thus 
preventing the second side from adhering to the first.

Spring Prep
From the official newsletter of  the Tri County R.C. Club, New Jersey
 It has been a long winter for some of us. We have 
cleaned our models and engines and checked all the 
electronics. But now that the equipment has been 
sitting for three months, it needs a little late-winter 
refresh.
 What am I talking about? Battery cycling. If you are 
using Nicad or NiMH cells, you will need to recharge 
the batteries about now. These batteries tend to self-
discharge over time.
 This is also a good time to cycle the batteries and 
ensure that they still have the capacity to be viable for 
the coming flying season, or order new batteries if 
they are of  diminished capacity.

 Now, if you are using Li-Poly cells, you don’t need 
to charge or cycle the batteries. However, you should 
check the voltage to make sure they have held the 
storage charge you gave them. You do bring the cells 
to the recommended storage voltage, don’t you? Yeah, 
me neither. Well, I will be doing that soon since I 
bought a charger that can put a storage charge on a Li- 
Poly.
 Oh, and while you’re at it, go through your field box. 
Dump everything out and purge stuff you don’t need. 
Put the paint stirrers (broken propellers) in a container 
for later use, or just throw them out if you have too 
many already.
 Check your starting and glow batteries and charge 
them, too. If you have a power panel, remove it and 
inspect all the wiring. If you keep repair tools in the 
field box, make sure they are fresh (glue, fuel tubing, 
rubber bands, band aids, dressings, ointments [for the 
other guy, of course], etc.) While you’re at it get some 
fresh cleaning solution and paper towels too.
 Now, when the weather turns fair, you are ready to 
grab your stuff  and go flying.

Propeller Safety
From the Rogue Eagles R.C. Club, Medford, Oregon
 Respect and alertness are mandatory if you want to 
keep all your fingers. If you continually ignore safety, 
you or someone close to you will be injured eventually. 
By adopting good safety practices we can minimize 
risk and enjoy our wonderful sport for many years.
 The most destructive type of propeller injury, aside 
from being struck by a flying aircraft, is when the 
engine is operating at or near full throttle. At full 
speed, a .40-size, two-stroke engine with an 11 x 6 
propeller can generate as much power as a 10-inch 
table saw. Just as a table saw demands your respect and 
attention, so does an aircraft propeller.
 Before you mount your propeller or even start your 
engine, you should take a moment to review some 
basic pre-flight recommendations for propeller safety.
 General Propeller/Rotor Blade Inspection and 
Preparation:

1. Look over for obvious nicks or gouges.
2. Flex it gently back and forth along its length 

and look for cracks.
3. If you find any damage, other than some 

minor scuffs at the tip, discard/destroy 
immediately.

4. Wood propellers cause less damage than 
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composite propellers.
5. Remove the sharp edges from composite 

propellers using fine sandpaper. Just take off 
the edge. Do not alter airfoil.

6. Always use a balanced propeller. Vibration is 
the enemy.

7. Make sure the propeller arc is visible by 
painting the tips a contrasting color.

 Ground Safety:
1. Always have someone hold the airplane while 

starting.
2. Use some form of eye protection, like safety 

glasses.
3. After starting, move around behind the 

propeller to remove the glow plug igniter and 
to make other engine adjustments.

4. Never ever reach over a spinning propeller.
5. Be conscious of the propeller arc. Do not let 

spectators stand in line with, or in front of, the 
spinning propeller and don’t you stand there 
any longer than necessary.

6. If starting by hand, use a thick glove or 
chicken stick.

7. Use an approved spinner or propeller hub.
8. Before starting, be sure the propeller is on 

tight. If the engine came with backup safety 
nuts, use them.

9. Have a first aid kit stocked and available.
 It’s easy to forget these safety items when at the field 
and some say it’s just too much trouble. But safety is 
everyone’s responsibility!
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